How do I find a local bird dog trainer for my Airedale?
      If your Airedale didn’t come from a breeder who’s active in hunting sports, you’ll need to look around your area for other hunting enthusiasts who might help you.  You may not find a lot of (or any) Airedale hunting activity in your area, so you might have to do what many of us have done, which is basically find someone who is training any kind of upland or retrieving breed and see if they'll work with you and your dog. 

     Use Google or other search engine to look up "hunting dog trainers."  You'll find hundreds, but then narrow the search down to those relatively close to you. You probably want a trainer who will work with you to show you how to train your dog, so search for that rather than guys who want you to board your dog with them while they train it for 6 months.  The fun in this is training and learning with your Airedale, so be willing to invest some time as well as money in working with a trainer who will teach you to train your dog.
     You might have to follow up several leads that go nowhere.  Be persistent – you’re an Airedale person!  As well as Internet searches, ask anyone you know or even meet casually who owns a fit-looking sporting dog if they train their dog for field work.  Many a good trainer has been recommended by word of mouth. 

      Also, use Google or other search engines to look up "hunting dog clubs" in your area.  Many of our Airedale people have joined a local spaniel club or retriever club, and they find that making friends and training with the folks involved there is very helpful. It may be that this step is more helpful if you've done a little prior training so you come in with an Airedale who already has some skills to earn him some respect.  It may be you’ll find a club whose members are just delighted to help a totally untrained dog of a non-traditional breed and its green owner, but more likely, the members of any dog club are mostly interested in working with their own dogs and enjoying the company of their peers.  So if you approach a club with a dog that has some training they may see it as not being out of place in their club.  This gives you that chance to show them what an Airedale can do.  

   Another way to learn more about hunting dog sports is to check the AKC website,  www.akc.org/events/search  to see if there are any upcoming Spaniel or Retriever Hunt Tests in your area.  If so, you might want to go as a spectator.  There may not be any Airedales entered, but you can see how the dogs work, and if you're the outgoing type, you can start conversations with owners and trainers, and perhaps find some folks who can work with you in your area.
    Hunting, hunting supplies and equipment, and training dogs for hunting is a big business, though it’s so specialized that you won’t find it as prominently advertised as something more universal like pet grooming.  But with some research and persistence, you should be able to find some experienced hunting people to help you work with your Airedale.
